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The future is at your fingertips

With such a variety of construction professions, you could say there is a role for everyone.
Are you fascinated by building and would love to say "I helped build that!"?
Are you practically minded and pay attention to detail?
Do you get bored doing one thing all the time?
Do you like solving problems?
Working with lots of different people?
Are you organized and motivated by meeting deadlines?
Can you adapt your communication style depending on who you are working with?

Yeah? We thought so.
SO...which construction career is best for you?
If you like designing...
Architecture
Building services engineering
Civil or structural engineering
Interior design
Landscape architecture

If you want to be primarily on site...
Surveying
Carpentry
Electrical
Plumbing
Site Management

If you like working with people...
Real estate
Insurance
Kitchen design
Law
After sales service

If you like problem solving...
Urban planning
Renovation
Estimating
Inspecting
Consulting
lhba . on . ca

What's in it for you?
Independence

Be your own boss, and control your own workload

Self Respect

Be a valued part of a team, knowing that your
contribution is vital!
Careers in construction pay better than average, and
your earnings depend on your willingness to work!
The residential construction industry has never
been busier, and now it the ideal time to enter the
industry!
Feel the pride of knowing you have built
something that lasts!

Financial Security
Opportunity

Satisfaction
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WE HAVE

a little bit of

EVERYTHING
lhba . on . ca

Construction is

WHO WE ARE.

As a young child I always loved building things. I spent my free
time building tree houses in our back yard and structures out
of Lego in our family room. In high school I enjoyed math and
science classes. I also was lucky enough to have a father in the
construction industry and was exposed to buildings and
structural designs from a young age. When it came time to
choose an educational path Structural Engineering was a
natural choice.'

Structural Engineer
Aaron Strik, P. Eng

During my university studies I completed a number of co-op Strik, Baldinelli, Moniz Ltd.
education work terms to get exposed to the engineering work
force and gain some fantastic real world experience. As I
entered the work force after graduation I became fascinated
with seeing structures that I have designed on paper being
constructed in the real world. Every day is a different challenge
in engineering and I have found this career choice to be very
rewarding.

Roofing Contractor
Tom Kerkhoff

Mustang Exteriors Ltd.

Growing up, I enjoyed working with my hands, fixing and
building things. One of my summer jobs was as a labourer for a
general contractor. Soon after, I was doing projects for friends
and neighbours, but I still never envisioned a career in the field
of construction.
During University, I formed a partnership with a long-time
friend, and Mustang Roofing was formed. We would sell jobs in
the spring and complete them over the summer. Upon
completing University, I realized that I had made my career
choice and I had a full time job leading a great team in the
construction business.
I like the flexibility of being my own boss and being able to
spend more time with my family. In addition, I enjoy overseeing
a project from the development stages through to completion.
I take great pride when driving through the city and seeing all
the completed projects that I have been involved with over the
past 21 years. The thanks and referrals from many satisfied
clients for a job well done reinforces my career choice.

Did you know?

The residential construction industry across
Canada faces a shortage of skilled workers - the
existing workforce is retiring and is not being
replaced fast enough.
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Construction is

WHO WE ARE.

Pursuing a career in construction was a natural choice for me, as I was
always that kid that was building or disassembling something.

After completing high school, I enrolled in a three year architectural
technology program at St. Clair College in Windsor where I was immersed
in the technical courses that laid the foundation for my career. I have also
continued to further my education, obtaining my Professional
Designation in Project Management and Certification in Management
Leadership at Western.

Project Manager
Shellie Chowns, PMP
Union Gas Limited

My career in construction has included drafting, estimating and project
management, and I have managed land development, residential
housing, pipeline and industrial construction projects. Every day has been
different, and has allowed me to work beside and learn from many
wonderful people.
Being a successful woman in a male-dominated industry has had nothing
to do with gender because success requires hard work and dedication.
However, I’d like to reassure young women considering a career in
construction that there are many exciting and rewarding jobs in this
industry for you too!

Civil Engineering Construction Administration Technologist
Peter Wilkins,
IBI Group

While in elementary school, I took an interest in highway design following
my father in his work with the Department of Highways. In high school I
took the Technology Program and continued studies at the University of
Waterloo in Civil Engineering. During that time, I worked summer and
work-term jobs with a London engineering consulting office which
became full-time work after I left school. Afterwards, I enrolled in
Fanshawe College evening classes to complete my Technologist
certification.
After more than fifty years of working and learning in the field, I still feel
pride in my work; being part of a team that designs and builds road and
subdivision projects all over the London area. Every day I come into
contact with a street, subdivision, bridge or building that I played a part in
constructing. It is a very satisfying feeling.

Did you know?

Most trades involve “hands-on” work and many
tradespeople will tell you that they like to get their
hands dirty. But for many, this type of work is far
more rewarding than any desk job could be.
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Construction is

WHO WE ARE.
Drywaller

Ryan Back
Arko Drywall Inc.
I have been in the Drywall trade for 15 years. I am passionate about what I
do because each day presents new challenges as every job is different
from the last.
In the residential field, I have worked on everything from condos and
small single family homes to multi-million dollar custom homes. On the
commercial side, jobs range from medical offices to churches, hospitals to
retirement homes.
Every day I feel I have the opportunity to complete a new puzzle. I can
look back at the end of the day and see a transformed building. The
drywall trade is accomplished by a crew of people who like to build and
add custom touches to a project.

As a student, I wasn’t sure what my future direction should look like. My
father picked up on this and provided the opportunity to work as general
labour for his growing renovation company. I fell in love with the math
and problem-solving requirements of the job. The balance of physical
work and creative challenges kept my interest piqued.

Renovator

Peder Madsen
CCR Building & Remodeling

I decided to attend Fanshawe College and I obtained certification as a
Red Seal Carpenter while slowly moving up the ladder to site supervisor
to business management for our award winning renovation company.
My favourite part of the job though is the social aspect. We work with
people and assist them in discovering the true potential of their space.
We uncover the original beauty and establish new views, solve problem
areas and meld style, functionality, and technology to make old spaces
new again. There are never two days alike and everyone on our team gets
to pitch in with individual skills to craft these amazing spaces.

Did you know?

If you like to work with your hands and are
creative, the skilled trades are a good choice.
These careers require people with strong skills in
reading and writing, math and science.
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Construction is

WHO WE ARE.

After completing High School I headed to College to get an education so
I could start my career. While attending Fanshawe I was working for
Saratoga Homes, and at a hardware store. Through these experiences, I
realized that Accounting just wasn't for me. Upon graduating from the
program I went right back to Fanshawe to focus on learning the ins and
outs of building a new home. I was the only female in my class at the
time, and while I felt right at home in the classroom, shop class was a
different story. I had a great class, and thankfully they helped me get over
my fear of being embarrassed learning how to use all the tools. I am
grateful for that experience every day, as it has brought me to where I am
now.

Builder

Ashley Durnin
Saratoga Homes Ltd.

I love building new homes and am passionate about the work we do. I
work with the customers throughout the build and with our site
supervisor to ensure off-site changes are implemented on the build site.
The greatest thrill for me is getting to work with customers building their
dream home and then seeing how happy they are to see it come to
fruition.

Employers tend to hire workers with a good work
ethic, positive attitude, initiative, interpersonal and
teamwork skills, adaptability and cultural
sensitivity.

Did you know?
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SO...
HOW DO I
GET STARTED?
Talk to your guidance counsellor and your technology teachers
Take some technical courses while you are in high school and
explore the areas that interest you
Participate in co-op programs that get you into a construction
position
Explore the idea of a Specialists High Skills Major
Visit www.lhba.on.ca to Plan Your Career
Find our about OYAP - Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program
and how to start your apprenticeship while you are still in high
school.
Check out Fanshawe College and North American Trade Schools
for additional resources
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GET IN TOUCH
The London Home Builders' Association website is a great resource
to discover your future in construction. With links to video profiles
and a library of resources, it's a great jumping off point towards your
dream. Visit us at www.lhba.on.ca
LHBA members are available to make in class careers presentations
ideal for grades 7-12 sharing a variety of options in an accessible way.
Requests for a presentation can be made by contacting the office at
programs@lhba.on.ca or by calling 519-686-0343.
We offer scholarships each year to students graduating from the
London District Catholic School Board or the Thames Valley District
School Board and provide an ambassador program in partnership
with Fanshawe College and North American Trade Schools. Talk to
your Guidance Counsellor about completing your application.
The Construction Industry is full of opportunity and we have the
tools to get you started.
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